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Abstract

This study analyzes the geopolitical competition over Libya’s oil
and gas resources during the period 2011-2021 and examines its impact on

Libya’s national security« Libya is one of the most important energy-

producing countries in North Africa and the Mediterranean, possessing the
largest oil reserves in the continent, with the energy sector forming the

backbone of its national economy« However, the political and security

transformations that followed 2011 turned energy resources into a central
arena of conflict among local, regional, and international actors, negatively
affecting the country’s political, security, and economic stability.

The study shows how oil fields and export terminals have become
zones of influence disputed by armed groups and foreign powers,

capitalizing on institutional fragmentation« It also explains how several

regional and global actors have employed military support, economic
deals, and alliances with de facto authorities to secure leverage in Libya’s
energy sector, especially amid the growing international rivalry over
energy in the Eastern Mediterranean and Africa.

Findings indicate that geopolitical competition over oil and gas has
eroded state sovereignty over strategic resources, repeatedly disrupted
production, and reduced revenues—thus undermining the government’s

ability to fund essential public services:« It has also prolonged the political

crisis, deepened institutional divisions, strengthened armed groups, and
weakened the effectiveness of official state institutions.

The study further demonstrates that foreign interventions were not
solely economic but also strategic, involving maritime security concerns,

regional power balances, and military partnerships< Consequently, Libya’s

national security has become closely linked to the management of its
energy sector, and the persistence of international and regional rivalry
poses a major threat to the country’s stability and hampers political
settlement efforts.

The study concludes by emphasizing the need for comprehensive
reforms in the energy sector, the rebuilding of strong security and
economic institutions, the initiation of a national dialogue on oil-wealth
management, and the restructuring of Libya’s international partnerships

based on sovereignty and resource protection« Such measures are essential

for restoring stability and safeguarding Libya’s national security in the long
term.
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