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Abstract

This study examines the impact of demographic
transformations on the course of political and economic
development in Libya during the period from 2011- to 2024; ,
within a transitional context marked by political instability,
institutional fragmentation, and the repercussions of armed
conflict. The study is based on the assumption that demographic
changes — in terms of population size, structure, distribution,
and mobility — have not been neutral variables in the Libyan
context, but rather constitute one of the structural factors
shaping the political and economic trajectories of the post-2011
period.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach,
relying on official demographic data, national and international
reports, and relevant academic literature, with particular
attention to the specificity of the Libyan case as a post-conflict
state. It seeks to link demographic transformations to
development pathways by analyzing patterns of internal
displacement and migration, changes in age structure,
urbanization, pressure on public services and labor markets, and
their implications for political participation, legitimacy,
representation, and economic planning.

The findings indicate that demographic transformations in
Libya have contributed to deepening certain political and
economic imbalances, particularly in terms of weakened
political representation, declining participation, regional
disparities, rising unemployment, and increasing pressure on
infrastructure and public services, in the absence of a coherent
national population policy and limited institutional capacity for
effective response. At the same time, the results suggest that
Libya’s youthful age structure represents a potential



developmental opportunity that could be transformed into a
driver of growth and stability if supported by sound policies in
education, employment, social protection, and local governance.

The study concludes that the future of the relationship
between population and development in Libya largely depends
on the state’s ability to move from crisis management toward
strategic planning, and from fragmented interventions toward
integrated public policies, thereby enabling demographic change
to be transformed from a source of pressure into a
developmental resource that contributes to state-building and
sustainable development.
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